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what has already happened ; and as to reformation, whenever it 
come, it mull be from the nation, and not from the government. 
To fnew that the fum of five hundred thoufand pounds is more 
than fufficient to defray all the expences of government, exclufive 
of navies, and armies, the following eftirnate is added for any 
country of the fame extent as England. 

In the find place, three hundred rcprefentatives, fairly ele&ed, 
are fufficient for all the purpofes to which leg! flat ion can apply, 
and preferable to a larger number. # They may be divided into 
two or three houfes, or meet in one, as in France, or in any man- 
ner a conftitution (hall'diredt. 

As representation is always confidered, in free countries, as 
the mod honourable of all dations, the allowance made to it is 
merely to defray the expence with the rcprefentatives incur by 
that fervice, and not to it is an office. 

If an allowance, at the rate of five hundred"} 
pound pera77n.bG made to every reprefenta- ! 

tive, deducting for non-attendance, the ex- ^ £, 7 $,ooa 

pence, if the whole number attended for fix ! 
months, each year, would be J 

The official departments cannot reafonably ex- 
ceed the following number, with the falaries 
annexed : 


Three offices, at ten theufand pounds each, 



3O,0ftd 

Ten ditto, 

at 

5000 each 

50,000 

Twenty ditto, 

at £. 

2000 each 

40,000 

Forty ditto, 

at £• 

1000 each 

40,000 

Two hundred ditto, 

at £- 

500 each 

1 00,000 

Three hundred ditto, 

at £• 

200 each 

60,000 

Five hundred ditto, 

at £. 

100 each 

50,000 

Seven hundred dittq, 

at £. 

75 each 1 

52,500 



£■ 

497,500 


If a nation, chufe, it can dedued four per cent . from all offices, 
and make one of twenty thoufand per ann . 

AH revenue officers are paid out of the monies they ccllcfl, and 
therefore, are not in this edimation. 

The foregoing is not offered as an exafl detail of offices, but 
to Ihevv the number and rate of falaries which five hundred 
thoufand pounds will fupnort ; and it will, on experience, be 
found impraftible to find bu- refs fufficient to juffiify even this 
.expence. As to the manner in which office bufinefs is now per- 
formed, the Chiefs, in feveral offices, fuch as the poft office, and 
certain offices in the exchequer. Sec. do little more than fign their 
names three or four times a year ; and the whole duty is perform- 
ed by under clerks. 

Taking, therefore, one million and an half as a fufficient peace 
eflablifhment for all the honeft purpofes of government, which is 
.three hundred thoufand pounds more than the peace elfobliihment 
in the profligate and prodigal times of Charles the Second, (not- 
witManding, as has been already obferved, the pay and falaries 
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°f and t ; | ' e revenue officers, continue the fame as 

at that period,) there will remain a furplus of Howard of fix mil- 

*■*« *• 

Whoever has obferved the manner in which trade and taxes 
twift themfelves together, mud be fenfible of the impofiMit? of 
feparatmg them fuddenly. r 3 

Firfi. Becaufe the articles now on hand are already charged 
with the duty, and the reduction cannot take place on the prefent 
flock. x r 

Secondly. Becaufe, on all thofe articles on which the duty is 
charged in the grofs, fuch as per barrel, hogshead, hundred 
weight, or tun, the abolition of the duty does not admit of being 
divided down fo as fully to relieve the confumer, who puichafes 
by the pint, or the pound. The laft duty laid on firong beer ar.d 
ale, was three fhillings per. barrel, which, if taken off, would leffien 
the purchafe, only half a farthing per pint, and confequently, 
would not reach to pra&icai relief. 

This being the condition of a great part of the taxes, it will 
be necefiary to look for fuch others as are free from this embar- 
rafment, and where the relief will be dired and vifible, and capa- 
ble cf immediate opperation. 

In the fjrft place,. then, the poor-rates are a direct tax which 
every horde- keeper, feels, and who knows alfo, to a farthing, the 
fum which he pays. The national amount of the whole of the 
poor-rates is not pofitively known, but can be procured. Sir 
John Sinclair, in his Hiftory of the Revenue, has ftated it at 
^.2,100,587. A confiderab’e part of which is expended in li- 
tigations, in wh ch the poor, inilead of being relived, are tor- 
mented. The expence, however, is the fame to tie parifh from 
whatever caufe it arifes. 

In Birmingham, the amount of the poor-rates is fourteen thou- 
sand pounds a year. This, though a large fum, is moderate, 
compared with the population. Birmingham is laid to contain 
Seventy thoufand Souls, and on a proportion of feventy thoufand 
to fourteen thoufand pounds poor-rates, the national amount of 
poor-iates, taking the population of England at feven millions, 
would be but one million four hundred thoufand pounds. It is, 
therefore, moll probable, that the population of -Birmingham is 
over-rated. Fourteen thoufand pounds is the proportion upon 
fifty mouiand fouls, taking two millions of poor-rates as the na- 
tional amount. 

Be it, however what it may, it is no other than the confequence 
of the exceffive burthen of taxes, for at the time when the taxes 
were very low, the poor were able to maintain themfelves; and 
there were no poor-rates *. in the prefent (late of things, a la- 
bouring man, with a wife and two or three children, does not pay 
iefs than between feven and eight pounds a year in taxes. He ie 

* Poor rates began about the time cf Henry VIII. 1 when the taxes be- 
gan to encreafc, and they have encreafed as the taxes ericreafed ever iince. 
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